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Certified Collectibles Group 
Forms Alliance with Expansion 
Partner in China 


Posted on 9/11/2008 

The Guangdong Province Coin Collection Association will serve as an efficient 
CCG submission center for enthusiasts in Asia. Learn more about the exciting 
affiliation inside. 

SARASOTA, Fla. — The Certified Collectibles Group (CCG) has formed an 
exclusive partnership with Guangdong Province Collection Coin Association 
(GDPCCA) to operate a submission center and to serve as a marketing partner in 
China for coin and currency grading as well as coin conservation. The new 
affiliation will increase efficiencies for submitters in the China region, making it 
easier to send coins and currency to CCG in the USA. Collectors and dealers 
using the GDPCCA submission center will benefit from their insured overseas 
transport arrangements and brokered customs handling. This collaboration will 
also expand the role of CCG certification and conservation in the Southeast Asia 
market, and facilitate the exchange of Chinese coins and currency internationally. 

The Certified Collectibles Group provides industry-leading grading and 
conservation services for the collectibles market. In the field of coins and paper 
money, this includes Numismatic Guaranty Corporation (NGC), the leading coin 
certification company having graded more than 16 million coins; Numismatic 
Conservation Services (NCS), the only professional agency devoted to the 
conservation of coins and medals; and Paper Money Guaranty (PMG), the leading 
currency certification company. 

The Guangdong Province Coin Collection Association is the most active and 
widely known numismatic association in China. It was formed in 1997, and is 
approved by the Guangdong Province government. The Association’s president is 
Mr. Zhen Wei Gang and its secretary general is Mr. Huang Jian Lin. 



The principle objective of GDPCCA is to develop cultural research in Chinese 
numismatics to build and support the Chinese coin market. They publish coin 
magazines and newsletters and conduct seminars and organize exhibitions. Their 
members include prominent collectors and dealers. The association is also a 
member of the Guangdong Province Numismatist Professional Group. 

Steven Eichenbaum, CEO of CCG, comments that, “In Mr. Zhen and the 
GDPCCA, we have found the premier partner to help us to develop the Chinese 
market, due to their strong and extensive relationships with collectors and dealers 
throughout China.” 

Among coin collectors, the Chinese market has emerged as an important 
segment, due in part to the enormous popularity of the Chinese Panda bullion 
program and the innovative 22-coin Beijing Olympics commemorative program. 
Additionally, collectors of Chinese coinage have shown preference for NGC- 
certified coins because of their guarantee of authenticity. NGC provides a money- 
back guarantee should a coin that they have certified be determined to be not 
genuine, removing significant risks for collectors and increasing buyer confidence. 

The Certified Collectibles Group member companies are independent and third- 
party to the marketplace, and they do not engage in the commercial buying and 
selling of collectibles. In numismatics, its member companies are NGC, NCS and 
PMG, all operated from the CCG headquarters in Sarasota, Florida, USA. For 
more information, contact the Certified Collectibles Group at 941-360-3994 or 
online at www.collectiblesgroup.com. 
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NGC Certifies Unique Russian 
1755 Pattern 20 Rouble 


Posted on 9/18/2008 

Legendary rarity is among the most valuable European coins in existence. 

NGC has recently certified a small group of Russian coins from the Grand Duke 
Mikhailovich Collection. Included among them was the unique Russian 1755 
Pattern 20 Rouble, a legendary rarity believed to be among the most valuable 
European coins in existence. These important coins are scheduled to be sold by 
St. James's Auctions in London on November 6, 2008. 



1755 Pattern 20 Rouble, NGC AU-58 


Although it has not appeared publicly in nearly six decades, the 1755 20 Rouble 
frequently gets mention as one of the most important European coins ever struck. 
As part of Russia's effort to modernize and compete with Europe, it underwent a 
coinage reform in 1755 designed to permit its coins to circulate alongside those of 
England, France and the Netherlands. Produced for general circulation were gold 
five-rouble and ten-rouble coins. Also created solely in pattern form was this 
single gold piece valued at twenty roubles. The highest valued coin of the Imperial 
period, it was never adopted for circulation and remains unique. 




Ken Krah, NGC Vice President and head of World coin grading reflects that, 
“Seeing the 1755 Russia 20 Rouble is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. I handle 
many rarities every week at NGC, but grading this unique and important coin still 
inspired that special excitement. It's truly a privilege to be able to grade this 
magnificent coin.” Nearly mint state, it has been authenticated and graded by 
NGC as AU-58. This amazing specimen is also cataloged and plated in several 
references, most notably in Severin's Gold and Platinum Coinage of Imperial 
Russia 1701 to 1911, where it appears as number S-190. 

The 1755 20 Rouble coin came to reside in the collection of Grand Duke George 
Mikhailovich of Russia (1863-1919), a first cousin of Emperor Alexander III. As the 
third son and fourth child of noble birth, his royal duties were mostly ceremonial. 
He was a voracious collector, building one of the finest collections of Russian 
coins and medals, and he also served as director of the Alexander III Museum. 

A portion of the Grand Duke's collection was scheduled to be sold by his 
descendents in October, 1939. That sale was cancelled following the outbreak of 
war in September, and it was subsequently sold during Christie's sale of the 
Grand Duke Mikhailovich Collection in London in 1950. The 20 Rouble, which was 
featured in that sale, has not appeared on the market since. 

“I can only find this one appearance of this coin at auction in 1950. It's very 
unusual to encounter a legendary coin that has only ever appeared at auction 
once in it's entire history, and there's a real likelihood that we may never see it 
offered again in our lifetimes,” notes Steven Fenton, owner of St. James's 
Auctions and Knightsbridge Coins. He further comments, “To me it's a trophy 
piece, the greatest Russian coin.” 



1726 Catherine I 2 Rouble, NGC MS 62 


The November 6, St. James's auction includes three other important Russian 
coins from the Grand Duke Mikhailovich Collection: a 1726 Catherine I, Sev-106B 
2 Rouble, graded NGC MS62, a 1762 Peter III, Sev-247, 10 Rouble NGC AU53, 



and an important 1836 Russian 10 Rouble gold pattern, NGC MS62. These coins 
and the 1755 20 Rouble are described in a stand-alone 4-coin catalog, written in 
both English and Russian. The body of Novemeber 6 St. James's sale also 
includes other important Russian rarities and many world coins. To participate in 
the auction or for more information , contact St. James's Auctions at +44 207 930 
8215 or by email stjauctions@aol.corr . The catalog will be available for viewing 
online at www.sixbid.com in mid-October, and hard-copy catalogs are being 
distributed in the beginning of October. 




1762 Peter III 10 Rouble, NGC AU 53 



1836 Pattern Gold 10 Rouble, NGC MS 62 
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Rewarding Proof Set Find: 1990 
S Doubled Die Obverse 
Jefferson Nickel 


Posted on 9/11/2008 

This month’s Modem coin is one of the most noteworthy of the 1990 Proof Set, 
sure to capture the attention of any eagle-eyed variety hunter. 

Modern coin variety hunters love nothing more than to discover a sought-after 
rarity in an original US Mint packaged set. For that reason, one of the most 
compelling sets around is the 1990 Proof Set. Three different noteworthy varieties 
can be found within it. 

First the hunter will look at the Lincoln Cent to make sure it has a mintmark. The 
1990 

“No S” Lincoln Cent, which lacks the “S” mintmark, is a very rare coin among 
advanced collectors. All Proof Lincoln Cents issued since 1968 were made at San 
Francisco and have an S mintmark, except in the case of this scarce variety. Find 
a 1990 Proof Cent without a mintmark, and you’ve won a small lottery. 

But the variety hunter doesn’t stop there. Next, he’ll examine the quarter to look 
for a doubled obverse die. A doubled die is a type of coin variety. It occurs when 
the die that strikes a coin receives a duplicate impression of the coin’s design 
details during manufacture. All the coins struck from this doubled die will show 
doubling in the same exact way, and these distinct diagnostic features are used to 
identify the variety. When doubling occurs on the obverse of a coin, the coin is 
referred to as a doubled die obverse (abbreviated DDO). 

The 1990 S DDO Quarter has a boldly doubled mintmark, and shows clear 
separation on the designer’s initials and the date. But it’s also very scarce. NGC 
has only certified three examples to date. 



But this isn’t the only DDO to be found. In fact, the 1990 Proof Set offers one 
more opportunity for the eagle-eyed variety hunter. A 1990 S Nickel with doubled 
die obverse can also be found. This coin, the 1990 S Doubled Die Obverse 
Jefferson Nickel, VP-001, is our Modern Coin of the Month. 

According to the online VarietyPlus™ guide, the diagnostics of the 1990 S DDO 
Nickel are as follows: “Moderate doubling on IN GOD WE TRUST to east. 
Stronger doubling is evident on designer’s initials to northwest, showing near 
complete separation. Light doubling on portrait, most readily visible on Jefferson’s 
top eyelid.” The online VarietyPlus catalog also includes six images to aid proper 
identification. 

VarietyPlus coin details: 

[Dealers, Collectors Society or FREE Pass Key Account Required] 

While first reported to CONECA by collector Charles Clark III more than a decade 
ago, submissions of the 1990 S DDO Nickel have only trickled in. It is designated 
by CONECA as DDO-001, and VP-001 in VarietyPlus. To date, NGC has certified 
just nine examples in all grades, but certainly many more are waiting to be 
discovered in original proof sets. 
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Walking with Liberty 


Posted on 9/11/2008 


This month, David W. Lange recalls the early days of his dedication to the hobby, 
and pays tribute to an American favorite, the Walking Liberty Half Dollar. 

High on the list of favorite American coin types is the 
Walking Liberty Half Dollar of 1916-47. So popular is 
this design that its obverse was revived for the American 
Eagle Silver Bullion coinage produced since 1986. While 
the US Mint’s staff of sculptor-engravers has taken a 
number of “liberties” with the work of Adolph A. 

Weinman, the current silver eagle coinage remains 
faithful to the original in concept, if not in execution. 

The history of this coin type is well documented in 
books, so I’ll bypass that here. I’d rather focus on the 
collecting of these coins. As a child I collected Walking Liberty halves from 
general circulation. This fact reveals two things: The first is that I’m getting old, 
while the second is just how coin crazy I was at the time, since 50 cents still 
wielded significant purchasing power then, especially for a kid. Though half dollars 
were not commonly encountered, they circulated enough in the San Francisco 
area that I was able to put together a grouping of several issues, the best of which 
was a 1927-S half in Very Good condition. The others were all common pieces 
from the 1940s (I’ve mentioned before in this column that Franklin halves were 
never seen by me in circulation, and why this was true remains a mystery). 

By the time I was 12 or 13, I was earning some money with odd jobs and set 
about finishing my collection in whatever grades I could afford. This set was 
completed in a year or so, albeit with the key coins having single-digit dates, as 
well as a few lumps and bumps. Years later this motley assemblage was traded in 
for whatever money I could get, and it was not until well into adulthood that I put 
together another collection. This time, all of the coins from 1934 onward were 
Uncirculated, most of them pretty nice. The earlier dates were selectively 











purchased as very choice About Uncirculated pieces, and I imagine that a few of 
these beauties are now certified as Mint State-something or another. 

In any case, the object of my collecting was to put together a nicely matched set 
of coins having exceptional eye appeal, irrespective of numeric grades. This 
meant acquiring only halves that had not been cleaned and that had their original 
surfaces. Some of the coins displayed colorful crescents of color, but most were 
just faintly toned as acquired. It was no easier then to put together such a set than 
it is today, and certified and encapsulated coins were not yet commonplace, so I 
had to use my own judgment in selecting the right examples. I can still see certain 
memorable coins in my mind, such as the evenly toned 1917-S with obverse 
mintmark that just seemed to have the absolutely perfect look for an old coin or 
the fully lustrous 1927-S that I purchased from a dealer in world coins at his grade 
of AU, even then knowing that it was more likely MS 64! 

The set as completed was very satisfying to me, and I enjoyed it most when it was 
held in an old coin album from the 1960s. I later transferred the set to a pair of 
rigid, plastic holders for display purposes, but the coins seemed to lose their 
individual appeal when shown altogether that way. It was not long afterward that 
my interests began to shift and money was needed for other areas of 
numismatics. As with all of my AU-UNC sets of USA coins, the Walking Liberty 
halves ultimately were sold. I consigned this set anonymously to a major auction, 
where it got lost amid the thousands of lots and brought less than I anticipated. 
This was a somewhat disappointing conclusion to an otherwise memorable 
collecting experience, but then there are always highs and lows in numismatics. 

As was the case with several other popular coin series, I was not able to resist the 
siren call of Walking Liberty halves forever. Being a collector of coin albums, I 
usually have enough duplicate albums lying around that they begin to fill my head 
with notions, and so it was for this coin series. About ten years ago I began 
putting together another set in well circulated grades, the only provision being that 
the coins again had to be completely original in their surfaces, free of damage and 
complimentary to one another in overall appearance. In other words, I wanted the 
kind of set that old time collectors of coins from pocket change hoped to build only 
to be stymied by the random nature of circulation finds. 

I started by going through dealers’junk boxes of common silver coins, and I was 
able to assemble pretty much all of the 1940-47 issues this way when silver was 
about half its current price. The rest were acquired at various premiums above 
silver value, but very few cost more than two figures. This is really a great series 
to collect in circulated grades, since there are no real stoppers price-wise. I still 
don’t have my 1921(P) and 1921-D halves, but I’m in no hurry to get them. 



Completing the set might lead to selling it once again, and I’m enjoying the 
experience more now than at any time since childhood. 

David W. Lange's column, USA Coin Album, appears monthly in The Numismatist, 
the official publication of the American Numismatic Association. 
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What Are Hairlines and How 
Are They Caused? 

Posted on 9/15/2008 


Skip Fazzari delivers a crash course in distinguishing this special defect, and how 
it affects grading. 

Many of the silver coins that we receive at Numismatic Conservation Services 
(NCS) are heavily tarnished. Dark tarnish can hide the underlying surface of a 
coin, making it almost impossible to see the change of color and hairline 
scratches characteristic of improper cleaning. 

If you will look on page 22 of the fifth edition of the Official A.N.A. Grading 
Standards for US Coins, there is a chart describing the attributes for each Mint 
State (MS) grade (this chart is missing from the sixth edition). These descriptions 
serve as guidelines. For example, with respect to hairlines, the grading guide 
states that an MS 61 coin may have noticeable or continuous hairlining on its 
surfaces. For a coin to grade MS 66 or higher, there should be no significant 
hairlines visible without magnification. 

So what exactly is a “hairline” and how are they caused? Are they all from 
improper cleaning? Hairlines are minute scratches to a coin’s surface. They are 
best seen on Proof coins. It is not unusual to find a few hairlines going in random 
directions on almost any coin. Any hard particle, such as mineral dust or grit that 
comes into contact with a coin may cause these tiny random scratches. When 
they are few and far between or in hardly noticeable places their impact on a 
coin’s grade is negligible. Hairlines become extremely detracting when the lines 
are parallel, very close together, and extensive. On coins that are heavily cleaned 
or damaged by counting wheels, the hairlines become so close that the surface 
appears polished. 

The best way to see hairlines on a coin is to tip and rotate it under an 
incandescent or tensor light in an otherwise dark room. Another technique used 



by some is to hold the suspect coin far away from the light, down in the shadow 
between your knees. As the hairlines become perpendicular to the light, the coin 
will suddenly “flash” back at you as you examine it. This method is especially 
useful to detect the “wipes” when a rotating rubber counting machine wheel has 
damaged the coin’s surface. Coins with counting machine marks are rarely found 
in slabs because they are considered “problem” coins. 

Since so many collectors of Uncirculated coins search for examples in the MS 63 
to MS 65 range, let’s focus on the grade chart between the two examples of 
hairlines I have taken for MS 61 and MS 66 coins. One step in formulating the 
grade of a coin is to be aware of the highest grade a coin can attain considering 
the amount of hairlines present. Easily seen hairlines are tolerated and even 
expected for grades of MS 63 and lower. If the hairlines are not detected, these 
coins will look to be a much higher grade and a novice collector who is judging a 
coin by its number of bagmarks alone will feel that the coin is under-graded. 

For MS 64 and MS 65 coins, it’s the number and location of the hairlines that 
determines the grade. In many cases, a small patch of hairlines is all that is 
needed to drop an MS 65 coin one grade. 

Less experienced collectors may confuse mint-made die polishing marks for 
hairlines. Die polish lines are raised on the coin’s surface. Hairline scratches on a 
coin go down into its surface. This difference may be difficult to see at first. 
Obviously, if a collector does not detect the hairlines on a coin or mistakes them 
for die polish, he might be tempted to remove it from a slab to send it in for a 
higher grade. This can be a quick grading lesson when the coin is returned with its 
original grade. 

This article previously featured in Numismatic A/ews. Many of the silver coins that 
we receive at Numismatic Conservation Services (NCS) are heavily tarnished. 
Dark tarnish can hide the underlying surface of a coin, making it almost 
impossible to see the change of color and hairline scratches characteristic of 
improper cleaning. 
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Summer Coin Market Highs and 
Lows 


Posted on 9/11/2008 

As summer vacation season wanes, numismatic activity tends to increase. 
NumisMedia reports a much more erratic August than expected, and recaps the 
ANA show in Baltimore. 

August was to be a very interesting month for the coin business. Vacations were 
winding down and numismatic activity was predicted to pick up substantially. And 
with the ANA Show scheduled for the beginning of the month, expectations were 
high for the summer slowdown to take a turn for the better. But with the extreme 
drop in bullion prices, August was a month of ups and downs. 

The ANA went a long way toward confirming the strength of the overall market. 
Attendance was exceptional in Baltimore and dealer activity reports ranged from 
“terrific to very good.” Collectors were actually buying coins rather than just 
shopping. Many shows find collectors simply window shopping and verifying the 
prices that they paid for previously purchased coins. 

The amount of constant trading among dealers and collectors was as intense as 
many dealers can remember. The volume of sales was enormous, as is 
evidenced by the Heritage Auction Galleries ANA Sale. Total prices realized were 
well over $41 million and there were significant highlights from nearly every 
series. 

The following examples are coins we do not list on a regular basis. An extremely 
rare 1944-S Lincoln Cent on a zinc-plated steel planchet sold for $373,750; it was 
certified by NGC as MS 66. A 1792 Disme NGC PR 62 Brown, a Judd 10 in 
copper with a reeded edge, produced a final bid of $690,000. An 1839-0 Capped 
Bust Half Dollar traded at $195,500; it was certified by NGC as PR 64. Another 
oft-seen rarity was the 1855 $50 Wass Molitor in NGC MS 61; this fifty-dollar slug 
brought $207,000. There are many other highlights from the Heritage Sale listed 



below. 


1796 Bust Dime 

1797 Bust Dime 13 Stars 

1798 Bust Dime Sm 8 
1803 Bust Dime 

1847 Seated Dime 
1843 Seated Quarter 
1852 Seated Quarter 

1873 Seated Quarter Arrows 
1796 Bust Half 15 Stars 
1843 Seated Half 

1848 Seated Half 
1852 Seated Half 

1847 Seated Dollar 

1848 Seated Dollar 
1889 CC Morgan Dollar 
1796 $2 y 2 Gold No Stars 
1796 $2 y 2 Gold Stars 
1825/4 Bust $5 Gold 
1921 $20 St. Gaudens 

1930 S $20 St. Gaudens 

1931 D $20 St. Gaudens 
1881 O DMPL Morgan $ 

1884 CC DMPL Morgan $ 

1885 CC DMPL Morgan $ 
1889 CC DMPL Morgan $ 
1889 S DMPL Morgan $ 
1900 DMPL Morgan $ 


NGC MS 67* 

$299,000 

NGC MS 65 

$402,500 

NGC MS 66 

$253,000 

NGC MS 64 

$322,000 

NGC PR 66 Cam 

$51,750 

NGC PR 66 

$74,750 

NGC PR 65 

$138,000 

NGC PR 68 

$40,250 

PCGS AU 58 

$207,000 

NGC PR 66 Cam 

$86,250 

NGC PR 66 

$74,750 

NGC PR 65 

$74,750 

NGC PR 65 

$51,750 

NGC PR 67 

$161,000 

NGC MS 65 

$287,500 

PCGS MS 61 

$276,000 

NGC MS 62 

$207,000 

NGC AU 50 

$690,000 

PCGS MS 64 

$474,375 

PCGS MS 66 

$253,000 

PCGS MS 66 

$253,000 

PCGS MS 65 

$40,250 

PCGS MS 67 

$38,813 

PCGS MS 67 

$51,750 

PCGS MS 64 

$94,875 

PCGS MS 65 

$38,813 

PCGS MS 65 

$51,750 


Unbelievably, Fair Market Values actually fell for various Deep Mirror Prooflike 
Morgan Dollars. Of course, some of these had obviously advanced higher than 
the market would support; results from the sale were a sure indication that prices 
needed to adjust downward. However, the truly rare issues, those highest graded 
coins with low census numbers brought well above previous FMV levels. 


One series that was especially active at ANA was Walking Liberty Half Dollars; 
always popular, but not always as hot as they have been. The 1916 to 1934 run of 
dates are generally very easy sellers in MS 63 and higher grades. It all depends 
on the eye appeal of the offered coin and how friendly the seller is with his asking 
price. Typically, the most difficult dates are offered well above the current FMV; 
the more common issues may be very competitive and close to the present Fair 
Market Value or even lower if the seller wants to create more activity. The dates 
from 1935 to 1947 will usually run in cycles. When the market is a little stagnant, 
prices will tend to adjust downward. This will sometimes cause buyers to jump in 
because they feel a strong opportunity awaits them. This was the case for the 
1935-1947 issues in the weeks before and after the ANA. The MS 65 to MS 67 



issues became quite active and buyers had a difficult time acquiring many of 
these dates, especially in the higher grades. You will see numerous FMV 
advances this month, even though there are also some declines in the MS 67 
grades. There were several MS 67s that we had not seen trade in recent months 
and the availability of some created discounts to previous FMV prices. 

While activity for rare coins is quite intense and has been for several years now, 
modern bullion coins moved into the limelight this past year when Gold, Silver, 
and Platinum advanced to record highs. However, this past month, we have seen 
the metals drop with ferocity. The premiums have dwindled on many of these 
common modern issues to the point where many Gold and Platinum coins trade 
strictly for the bullion value despite the grade and certification. The certification 
simply makes the coin easier to trade in the marketplace. Nonetheless, the 
popularity for modern issues has not subsided. Dealers are reporting an increase 
in volume for bullion coins because the public feels that prices are at levels where 
they can take advantage and the potential for profits is better than when the prices 
were much higher. 

Over the last few weeks, we have noticed a marked increase in the volume of 
bullion sales over the wholesale teletype systems. Demand from their customers 
makes dealers very aggressive and modern bullion coins are trading at very tight 
spreads. This makes it difficult for dealers to make much money on bullion but it 
also creates potential sales to customers who may end up purchasing other 
numismatic coins. The tight spreads gives the customer a good opportunity to buy 
modern bullion coins at prices that are much more beneficial than when the 
bullion market was peaking. 

This article is a guest article written by: 


m 


The thoughts and opinions in the piece are those of their author and are not 
necessarily the thoughts of the Certified Collectibles Group. 
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From the Grading Room: 1973 S 
Dollar on a Copper-Nickel 
Planchet 

Posted on 9/11/2008 


NGC’s EdgeView ™ Holder showcases the first report of a 1973 S Dollar struck on 
a copper-nickel planchet. More on this phenomenon and other blue pack 
discoveries inside. 

Coins accidentally struck on planchets intended for 
other issues are known for quite a number of United 
States coin types, but they are rarely more spectacular 
than when occurring with dollar coins. This superb gem 
Eisenhower Dollar was struck at the San Francisco Mint 
for inclusion in the series of “blue pack” silver-clad dollars offered by the US Mint 
at $3 apiece from 1971 to 1974. At first glance it could almost pass for one of 
these silver-clad pieces, but inspection of its edge (made all the more easy 
through NGC’s unique EdgeView™ holder) reveals the bright orange-red glow of 
a copper-nickel-clad planchet! This coin has the satiny texture typical of most 
silver-clad dollars and confirms that it was struck accidentally as part of that 
series. 



The Denver Mint was assigned the role of preparing planchets for San Francisco’s 
production of the “blue” Ikes, but it was simultaneously making planchets of the 
copper-nickel-clad composition for its own press run of circulating coins. One of 
these ordinary planchets evidently found its way into a shipment of silver-clad 
planchets going to San Francisco and was struck and packaged as a silver-clad 
issue. While this scenario describes how such an error could have occurred, it did 
not play out very often. This is the first report of a 1973 S Dollar struck on a 
copper-nickel planchet. 





click image to enlarge 

If that weren’t enough to excite collectors, this coin is also a doubled-die obverse 
variety! It is DDO-2, as listed and illustrated in the book CONECA Attribution 
Guide to Eisenhower Dollar Die Varieties by James Wiles, Ph.D. This variety, 
previously known only in the normal silver-clad composition, is now confirmed on 
a copper-nickel-clad planchet intended for currency strikes. Collectors should 
check their “blue packs” for more new discoveries. 
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1836 Half Dollar with Doubled 
Edge Lettering 

Posted on 9/11/2008 


NGC’s distinctive EdgeView™ holder gives collectors a unique view of lettered- 
edge coins, a feature of renewed interest in numismatics. 

Initiation of the Presidential Dollar coin program in 2007 brought about a renewed 
interest in lettered-edge coins, as most collectors were not in the habit of 
examining a coin’s “third side.” Applying text to the edges of its coins was a 
common practice at the US Mint from 1793 through 1836, when the feature was 
discontinued in favor of reeded or plain edges, exclusively. It was revived solely 
for the Saint-Gaudens Double Eagle of 1907-33, until being utilized once again 
for the current dollar coin program. 

Different methods have been used to apply this lettering, but during the Mint’s 
early decades such edge lettering was performed prior to striking a coin’s obverse 
and reverse. A Castaing machine was utilized to squeeze incuse lettering and 
symbols into the planchet’s edge. This device consisted of two straight-edge dies, 
facing one another, parallel and at a distance of just slightly less than the 
planchet’s diameter. Each die carried one half of edge inscription in raised letters 
and symbols. One die was fixed in place, while the other moved when a crank 
was turned. The planchet was placed between the dies at one end of their parallel 
path, and the cranking action caused the planchet to rotate as it was squeezed 
between the moving and fixed-edge dies. 

The geometric symbols that appeared on the edges of half dollars varied a bit 
between 1794 and 1836, but the lettering portion remained the same, reading 
FIFTY CENTS OR HALF A DOLLAR. The lettering operation was often imperfect, 
with portions of the inscription overlapping or missing in places. Since this 
lettering operation also produced a raised rim, incomplete lettering resulted in 
slight edge bulges and missing portions of the rim. More common was when the 
edge lettering operation overlapped due to the planchet slipping or being passed 



through the edge dies more than once. Al Overton’s reference book on early half 
dollars lists nearly six dozen comical variations of overlapping and duplicated 
lettering. 

The coin illustrated here, submitted by Christopher Mang of Chris' Coins, is boldly 
overlapped and doubled on its edge. An example of 0-114, it is a relatively 
common die marriage that is spotted fairly easily by its clearly repunched seventh 
star. The doubled edge lettering is a feature that easily could have been 
overlooked. Instead, NGC’s distinctive EdgeView™ holder permits collectors to 
enjoy this numismatic bonus as never before. 
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